Introduction
Back in 2010, the Stockholm Programme of the European Union (eu) called for better protection of vulnerable persons and groups be they citizens or noncitizens, and has set it as a central priority of eu policies by the European Council.1 Immigration and asylum policies are an integral part of this priority.2 More specifically in the asylum field, second generation asylum instruments seem to take a more substantive account of the vulnerability of asylum seekers. Also, the concept of vulnerable groups is gaining momentum in the case law of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR).3 This raises a questionis a new category of asylum seekers emerging?
Not long ago the eu Directive on Reception Conditions of 20034 (Reception Conditions Directive or Reception Directive) was the only first generation eu asylum legal instrument that devoted substantive attention to the situation of vulnerable asylum seekers, establishing that a special treatment must be given to asylum seekers identified as vulnerable persons with special needs5 (emphasis added). There were no provision in the Reception Directive defining the notions of vulnerable asylum seekers and asylum seekers with special needs. Nor did the directive contain any provision compelling the Member States to implement any procedure for the identification of vulnerable asylums seekersor asylums seekers with special needs.6 eu Asylum Procedures Directive of 20057 (Asylum Procedures Directive) gave little interest to a potential vulnerability of asylum seekers. Dublin ii Regulation8 also did not contain explicit provisions that protected vulnerable persons except indirect sovereignty9 and humanitarian clauses,10 which were at the discretion of the Member States.
This Article focuses on the new provisions of the Recast Reception Conditions Directive11 (Recast Reception Directive) in line with related provisions in Dublin iii Regulation12 (driii), the Recast Asylum Procedures' Directive13 (Recast Procedures Directive) and the Recast Qualification Directive14 in order to clarify two points: 
